Opening Up:
Increasing the Space without Increasing the Footprint
By: Deborah Abrams Kaplan

When designer Kendall Wilkinson was originally hired, the project was a kitchen
remodel, with a few minor touch-ups elsewhere. But as many home renovation projects
go, one thing turned into another. Soon the scope included every room in this 3,500
square foot San Francisco home.

Sometimes it was just a new paint job, or a few well-chosen pieces of furnitur@urhe
bathrooms welcomed new fixtures and plumbing, while two added skylights brightened
the interior.

Wilkinson’s goal on this fairly narrow house with cramped rooms, was to open up
hallways and entryways, by scaling back the interior walls. “The ided&ongige it a
very inviting feeling,” said Wilkinson.

By enlarging each entryway, the Presidio Heights home now has a more spacieus sens
even though only one exterior wall was moved (and even that added minimal square
footage).

The couple entertains family in their home a lot, and wanted the rooms to be large
enough to hold the adults and grandchildren. Plus, they wanted the grandkids to be
comfortable hanging out, without too many worries of damage. Wilkinson chose both a
child-friendly layout and child-friendly fabrics for the public rooms.

The original project, the kitchen, was completely gutted, moving the extexcbekitvall
slightly out. To expand the kitchen, Wilkinson also incorporated some of the living room
space. The result is a more a more modern, clean, open look with new cabinets and



furniture. The owners use the island and its stools for eating, when they'rdingtatit
the larger kitchen table.

The adjoining family room is the main gathering place for guests. Smgvethairs allow
those sitting in them to either watch the flat-screen television or ergasmaill fireplace
on the opposite side of the room. While the fireplace was preexisting, Wilkinson
resurfaced the Bombay-shaped structure, adding a larger hearth. A skylightéetthe
room’s illumination as well.

These clients were not afraid to use color, so Wilkinson’s vision for the public rooms
included coral, red and gold, along with citron green hues She reconfigured the
downstairs powder room, using the same color palate as the other public spaces. She
hung a Venetian mirror, new cabinet and crystal sconces there.

As contemporary art connoisseurs, Wilkinson incorporated her clients’ aofiecti
complementing the paint colors with the art work.

“They like the idea of having the art stand out,” Wilkinson said. “They didn’t want the
furniture or anything like fabric to compete too much with the art.”

Wilkinson used a lot of textural fabrics, with colors that harmonized well withrthe a
These fabrics, though, are also forgiving and durable for the grandkids’ visits.

For the rest of the public rooms downstairs, Wilkinson employed a youthful colag palat
that worked with the contemporary art, and had fun mixing the traditional furnishings
with more modern masterpieces for a whimsical feel. “It's a nice amatibn of



traditional Biedermeier antique furniture — a chest of drawers next toeal gifdhir, with
a fabulous contemporary art piece right above the Biedermeier piece,h¥ditksaid.

Wilkinson achieved this by recovering some of the furnishings. “My idea wakeo ta
existing furniture, as well as new, more contemporary furniture with anedirigeo it as
well.”

To this end, she gave the dining room chairs fun, zebra-print cushion, while painting the
chairs themselves with a red lacquer finish. Wilkinson added a mid-century antique
dining room table with an interesting shape — bowed on one side, but squared off on the
other. She mirrored part of the narrow dining room to give it the illusion of spate, a
covered the other dining room walls with a deep lacquered wallpaper tredimteet.
evenings, the room has a cocoon-like rich, cozy, warm feeling. For lighting, the coupl
purchased a Venetian chandelier for its sparkle.

Also downstairs, the couple’s study is a more private place where they netrga
mornings, when the natural light is at its best. Wilkinson gave these walls grbgre-

hue, and reupholstered the couch. The wall colors highlight the couple’s artwonkghang
there.

Upstairs is the master bedroom, office and guest room. Wilkinson changed the color
palette for these private rooms, using more soothing calm colors like lavender,aird
yellow.

In the master bedroom, Wilkinson covered the walls with a more feminine lavender,
playing off the painting the couple already had hanging over their bed. The bethter
was remodeled, using a yellow limestone, giving it a more romantic, shfigfedust
past the bathroom is the couple’s sitting and exercise room, out of view from the
bedroom itself.

The office got new coat of paint and has a daybed in it. “Clients with grangehddrto

a true one bedroom with rooms that can be turned into guest rooms if need be,”
Wilkinson said. As for the guest bathroom, it's now endowed with neutral creams and
whites.

Wilkinson said the whole house now functions better, because of its good flow; it's not
choppy like before. “It feels more spacious, lighter and more open,” she said.
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